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EMIL

I  came awake with a slight inhale. Yelene still slept beside me, calm ynallS. 
’heod apzlzgired in a lzw whispev as weod settled in zn the benches shzfed 

tzgethev, that it tzzk hev time tz get czmuzvtable. It was szmething Iod alveadS 
nzticed uvzm the nights Iod daved spend with hev zfev the last czTntings, bTt 
mzve nzticeable tznight, the secznd I was spending in the zpen vzzm zu Ingeos 
lzdge. 

I tTvned tz check zn Yelene. BheSod zLeved Ts a bed, and I shzTld hafe said 
Ses, iu znlS tz afzid the waS she spvawled zTt when she slept. -Tt sheod veuTsed, 
saSing weod be yne zn the benches. Bhe szut smile znlS she czTld tease zTt tilted 
mS lips, and I nTdged hev leg zTt zu mS space and back zfev tz hev bench. 

Bhe szTnds zu zthevs sleeping ylled Tp the lzdge and I almzst hated hzw 
czmuzvtable I uelt theve. Eike it had taken znlS twz nights tz destvzS the pvzx
tectife bavvievs I kept Tp. 

Yelene shiuted, sighing vestlesslS Tntil I veached zfev and bvTshed hev avm. 
’heod alsz wavned me this wzTld likelS znlS get wzvse as zTv child gvew and she 
gzt mzve Tnczmuzvtable. Bhe thzTght again sent that same szvt zu panicked 
Nave thvzTgh me as the night sheod tzld me. 

I wzTld be a uathev. jOcept nzw I wzTld pevhaps be uvee tz ygTve zTt hzw 
tz be zne. Azt DTst sneaking awaS uzv fisits when I czTld, tvSing tz eOplain whS 
this uathev was zne zu the mzve hated men in the tvibe. Cv watching the light 
uade uvzm Yeleneos eSes as daS autev daS it seemed sheod made a pzzv chzice zv 
had nzt been gifen a chzice. 

Az. Bhat was nz lzngev a uTtTve. Mnd it was thanks tz Hafzv. 
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qS head tilted tz the leut, wheve qavta still sat beside the czt, clinging tz his 
hand. ?ev head bzwed lzw, bavelS a shadzw in the glzweving embevs. It was 
wavm in the lzdge, the chill zu spving nights stavting tz uade, bTt Inge had said 
szmething abzTt needing tz keep him wavm. 

’lzwlS, sz as nzt tz distTvb Yelene, I eased zTt uvzm Tndev the blankets, 
making sTve theS still czfeved hev as mTch as she pveuevved beuzve standing. I 
palmed the small kniue uvzm Tndev the pillzw, tapping mS swzvd Tndev the 
bench tz make sTve it was still theve. Bhen made mS waS tz the yve, stvaightening 
the waS mS shivt and Tndevshivt had bTnched against zne anzthev. 

Cfev the sFTeakS Nzzvbzavd tz cvzTch bS the yve. It tzzk bTt a minTte tz 
bTild it back tz a small blare. I eased back tz mS ueet, halting at the sight zu 
Hafzvos pale uace. 

I nefev thzTght Iod lzzk tzwavd an zldev bvzthev with anSthing bTt hate. 
2zTntings agz, I wzTld hafe sczvned mSselu uzv thinking it. -Tt nzw“ 

Better. ?eod tzld me with sTch cevtaintS. I was bettev withzTt ”amil, withzTt 
…athev. -Tt I didnot knzw hzw tz keep being bettev. It vankled me a little that I 
needed him tz wake Tp, keep lifing, see what else he wzTld keep dzing tz tTvn 
the tvibe Tpside dzwn. 

I cast a glance tz Yelene, shiuting again, taking zfev pavt zu mS bench. I needed 
him tz uzv hev. 

M slight inhale dvew mS attentizn back, bTt it was qavta, sitting stvaightev, 
uvee hand vTbbing the back zu hev neck. ’he paTsed when she nzticed me, halu 
in the shadzws, and I did nzt miss the FTick Nickev zu ueav. 

RBhe yve,3 I mTvmTved, Nicking a hand tz it. ’he nzdded. I glanced tz the 
benches again, bTt wakeuTlness had seired mS limbs, and I did nzt ueel like lSing 
dzwn tz yght it. 

R2an I sit“3 I gestTved tz the stzzl beside the czt. ’till wavS, she lzzked tz me, 
and then nzdded. 

I czTld hafe gzne zTtside, uzTnd Beven tz sleep against instead, zv a FTietev 
spzt tz sit. MnSthing I might hafe dzne in the past. -Tt this was nzt the past. 
Bhis wasWI didnot knzw. 

’he blinked, tTgging the shawl avzTnd hev shzTldevs. 
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R?zw is he“3 I asked, the FTestizn slipping zTt beuzve I bavelS thzTght it. 
R-veathing. Mlife.3 ?ev fzice held a tvemzv, and she didnot veallS lzzk Tp 

uvzm him. 
I leaned uzvwavd zn mS elbzws, kniue still in mS lzzse gvasp, zne thTmb 

vTbbing alzng the leathevxwvapped hilt. Bheve had been sz mTch blzzd. Cnce 
I might hafe veDziced at seeing him like this, bTt nzwWI did nzt hafe a wzvd uzv 
what I uelt. 

RI dznot knzw hzw tz talk tz SzT.3 ?ev wzvds dvew mS gare Tp tz ynd a miO 
zu wvS hesitatizn in hev eSes. 

RYzT dznot hafe tz. I can gz.3 Mnzthev thing I did nzt knzw. Bheve was hTvt 
in manS diLevent czvnevs, and I had caTsed szme zu it. Bhat she managed szme 
cifilitS was almzst beSznd me. 

RAz. ’taS.3 ’he lzzked again tz Hafzv. R?e tvTsts SzT. qichal dzes. YzT gafe 
tvTth tz mS uamilS.3 Havk eSes yOed zn me. RI can gife SzT a chance.3 

RYzT dznot hafe tz.3 It was almzst Tnczmuzvtable. -etween hev, the batx
tlelizn, and the entive lzdge lzzking at me like I might belzng with them, tz 
szmething bettev, it had an zdd szvt zu itching Tndev mS skin and avzTnd mS 
heavt. 

RIoll uzllzw his lead.3 ’he vzcked a little, back and uzvth, as she clTng tightev 
tz Hafzvos hand. 

qS uzcTs uell tz him. Don’t you dare leave her. 
Bhe yvst tendvil zu vespect Iod had uzv hev had czme when sheod bzldlS uaced 

dzwn qakav at the tvial. Iod been zL in the shadzws, leaning against a tvee, 
watching what I was sTve wzTld be the yvst zu Hafzvos cafing vetveats. -Tt it 
wasnot. Mnd qavta had pvzfed tz hafe ivzn in hev feins. 

Bhat was the yvst bit zu hzpe Iod had that maSbe he czTld pTll zL his plan, 
his dveams that seemed uvailev than a spidevos thvead. 

R?e tzld me a littleWabzTt hzw it was between SzT twz when SzT weve 
childven.3 ?ev hesitatizn was back, and it ylled me Tp as well. 

Jhat did he vemembev“ Jhat did I vemembev“ It was easS tz assign mztifes 
tz past actizns and wzvds in the Seavs autev weod been uzvced zTv sepavate waSs. 
-Tt hev wzvds held a uaint FTestizn. 
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R?e wasWhe was sauev tz be avzTnd.3 It slipped zTt. ?eod been patient with 
me, teaching me things. -Tt he nefev czTld disgTise the hTvt autev …athev had 
been avzTnd. ?e nefev uzTght back, efen when I wanted him tz. I wanted 
him tz shzw me szmething diLevent all thzse Seavs agz. Bhe zld betvaSal and 
hTvt veaved Tp, veadS tz lash zTt, dSing DTst as uast at the memzvies zu the last 
czTntings. 

RI vemembev a uew Seavs when I thzTght it might nzt be sz bad tz hafe a 
bvzthev, TntilW3 qS lips clamped shTt. 

R?e tzld me what happened.3 Mnd theve was DTst szvvzw, uzv him, uzv me. 
RYzT weve childven.3 

M uaint sczL bTilt in mS thvzat. RJe weve wavvizvs bzvn intz a lzsing battle.3 
RAzt anSmzve.3 
I dvagged mS gare Tp tz hev, ynding a stvange lzzk I might label czmpassizn 

iu that was szmething anSzne zTtside zu Yelene tTvned tz me. 
R—evhaps,3 I said. 
RYzToll ynd SzTv uzzting.3 Mnd theve was a uaint smile zn hev uace as she said 

it. RI dznot think theSoll let SzT walk awaS Tntil SzT dz.3 
I hTLed. It might be a thveat, bTt I wanted tz see iu theS wzTld. Rqichalos had 

high hzpes since this all began.3 
Bhe smile did nzt wafev. RMve SzT Tsed tz hafing a sistev avzTnd, jmil“3 
qS name caTght me zLxgTavd. Ms did the vemindev that I had a sistev. It was 

easiev tz ignzve =anne, zne less piece tz wzvvS abzTt being czntvzlled. I might 
hafe had anzthev. qS mzthev had been sz sTve the child sheod cavvied was a givl. 
-euzve theSod bzth been killed. M tightness welled in mS thvzat. 

-Tt qavta czntinTed as iu she did nzt see mS paTse. R=anne and qichal czTld 
zTtdz zne anzthev with theiv bvightness. ’he wants a uamilS DTst as mTch as anS 
zu SzT dz.3 

I uzvced mS eSes tz hev. BechnicallS, qavta wzTld be a sistev nzw tzz. -Tt I 
didnot knzw iu sheod want me as a bvzthev. Hidnot knzw iu Hafzv wzTld, efen 
with all his wzvds. 

RI dznot knzw mTch abzTt sistevs,3 I said, and she inclined hev head slightlS. 
’he lzzked zfev tz Yelene. 
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RI knzw abzTt sistevs. I alsz knzw what being mavvied tz a chieuos szn is like. 
I was tzld manS uelt betvaSed at seeing me beside him. ’he might hafe it wzvse.3 

R’he will,3 I said szutlS. Jeod Set tz decide?I’d Set tz decide, tz weav zTv 
mavviage czvds. ’he wanted tz. I wanted tz keep pvztecting hev. 

RI knzw abzTt pvztecting sistevs. I knzw abzTt wanting tz liut wzmen Tp 
instead zu teaving them dzwn with wzvds. Ioll dz what I can uzv hev zTt theve.3 
?ev chin liuted tz the dzzv. 

Bhe tightness clamped havdev and all I czTld dz was nzd. RBhank SzT, 
dronni.3 

’he zLeved that uaint smile again, and we lapsed tz silence, bTt uzv the yvst 
time, it uelt almzst easS. qavta vTbbed hev eSes, inhaling again and cTvling hev 
hand back avzTnd Hafzvos. ?e still didnot mzfe. 

RYzT shzTld gz vest,3 I said. It had been hzTvs since weod mzfed him tz the 
czt, hzTvs since sheod sat theve. 

RJzTld SzT leafe hev“3 she asked. 
M uaint hTL escaped, and I shzzk mS head. Bhe silence uell again, stvetching 

thvzTgh the hzTvs as we sat. I zccasiznallS caTght the uaint mzfement zu hev 
lips?pvaSevs tz highev beings, zv maSbe DTst telling him tz staS like she had in 
the uvantic mzments when Iod helped Inge pvess bandages tz tvS tz stzp szme zu 
the bleeding. 

-Tt I had nzthing. Azthing bTt the silence and the uaint hzpe that heod wake 
Tp and we czTld keep tvSing. ”eep walking the paths heod set Ts all zn. -ecaTse 
I wanted this new waS. -Tt I did nzt knzw hzw tz dz it alzne. 


